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Abstract

This paper was aimed at clarifying the difficulties and needs of students with developmental disabilities and their parents in
progressing to high school (choice of high school, career guidance, entrance examination, takeover of special care or personal
coaching, and so on).

Subjects were young people, 15 years old or older, who were diagnosed as having LD, ADHD, Asperger’s syndrome, high-
functioning autism, and mild intellectual disabilities with such developmental disabilities or who are sufficiently aware of such
disorders. Their parents were also interviewed as subjects. The survey duration was July-November 2008. Responses were obtained
from 73 students and 77 parents.

This research determined the actual situation in which students with developmental disabilities tend to choose private high schools
at high rate. Consequently, it is an urgent issue for private high schools, developing their own education based on each educational
idea and tradition, to enhance the awareness of special needs education and to take measures for improving the system. It is the most
necessary to know the actual conditions of students enrolled in private high schools across Japan who require special consideration and

the situation of how the system for special needs education is improved.
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