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Examination on the Definition of Imaginary Companion

Kouh kK EwF AR BOFH R
Akane TOMOHIRO, Hideki SANO

HoH LI

Abstract

A factious companion who often appears in children’s play is generally called Imaginary Companion (IC) . The first IC was
recorded in 1892 by Burham, W. H. Research on IC has been conducted by two major approaches: psychoanalysis and developmental
psychology. The appearance rate of IC has been in the range between 10% and 30% depending on studies. Further, there is no
researcher who defined IC clearly other than Svendsen, M. So, the definition of IC has been somewhat vague. For future research, the

definitions and description of IC of Svendsen, M. and other researchers were compared and examined.
Key words: Imaginary Companion, definition of Imaginary Companion
Department of Educational Psychology, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan

EE: AYEHMOFELoBERII LIZLIZES T A MM, #80A#E % —f% 12 Tmaginary Companion (LLFIC) &9,
IC 12§ % Redid i < 18924FE 0 Burham, W. HOR CI21E Z DHRIZOWT OB 270 #in H 5. 1C 12T 2 W51,
REPIIEHSIFEN T 70— F L3R OEFN T 70— F O 2 D& FIATHON T E 72, ICOHBIEIL10 - 30%
L, MIRIZE D 2O WMBIRIZIEN A SN D

¥ 72 Svendsen, M. DIFMCIZHHIEZ2 3% L TV AHKIIB LT, KRIZICFDEFRIIER TH - 72720, SHONISEIC
BT A IC DEFEIZ DOV T Svendsen, M. 4 DEFLEMOIFIEIZ BT 2 RE% LT 52 212X ) EEL /2,

* — 7 — K Imaginary Companion, Imaginary Companion O 7 5%

* Graduate School of Education, Tokyo Gakugei University
**  Tokyo Gakugei University (4-1-1 Nukui-kita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184-8501, Japan)

— 208 —



