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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze teachers’ position in recent decentralized education reform and to describe how teachers get

a handle on this situation. We surveyed teachers’ behavior and opinions in 2005 and interviewed teachers from 2003 to 2004. In so

doing, we bring up the following points for discussion to understand the recent relation between education reform and teachers.

1) Teachers experienced pendulum of vectors of education reforms between YUTORI education and improving scholastic ability.

2) The recent education reform not only declares education philosophy but also controls teachers’ behaviors directly. In this situation,
pendulum of vectors of education reforms make teachers change their teaching behavior rapidly.

3) As education reform controls teachers’ behaviors directly, teachers tend to be assessed and required short-term change. In this
situation, not only government but also school need to propose education philosophy and policy by gathering meaningful data more
than before.

4) In recent reform, many Local Governments have allocated additional part-time teachers to each school. But schools have some
difficulties on making curriculum and saving discussion time with those teachers. The biggest problem is lack of condition ordering

from where teachers stand.
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