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Difficulties, Needs and Support for Children with Higher Cortical
Dysfunction during School Age

—— A guardian survey ——

MOE OBETE MG e
Rieko IKEDA, Satoru TAKAHASHI
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Abstract

With recent rapid advances in critical care technologies, recovering patients with cerebral stroke and brain trauma have increased.
Simultaneously, those with higher cortical dysfunction have increased. According to a survey conducted by the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare in 2004, approximately 300 thousand persons were estimated to have higher cortical dysfunction in Japan;
people with higher cortical dysfunction caused by brain trauma are said to be increasing by approximately ten thousand annually.
The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare established a support model project for higher cortical dysfunction and is advancing
consideration of support targeted mainly to people with higher cortical dysfunction in adulthood from various aspects of medicine,
welfare, and labor.

However, few data for school-age children with higher cortical dysfunction exist in Japan; data showing conditions of educational
support are also scarce. Many measures are designed only for adults. Support for higher cortical dysfunction during school age is
still in the trial and error stage. We consider that school-age children with higher cortical dysfunction are apt to experience a lack of
understanding and insufficient support from surrounding people because of the disability traits, and that they have various problems
in school life. This study examines difficulties and needs of school-age children with higher cortical dysfunction and their families.
Specifically examined aspects are school life from aspects of learning, school life (friendship, human relations, etc.), and their future
course. Consequently, we clarify problems in educational support for schoolchildren with higher cortical dysfunction.

We conducted a mail questionnaire survey of 82 guardians whose children returned to or entered school with higher cortical
dysfunction during school age (in addition, an interview survey was conducted with 10 guardians among them). Survey items are as
follows: conditions of children; difficulties and needs in learning, school life (friendship, human relations, etc.) and (transition support);

choices of school to return; family needs; and future response. The survey period was November 2007 ~ December 2007.

1. Conditions of children

Injury from traffic accidents was the most common (69.3%). Most children returned to classes (regular class) that they had

* Saitama Prefecture Hibarigaoka Special Needs School
** Ph.D., Professor of Department of Special Needs Education, School of Education, National University Corporation Tokyo Gakugei University
##%  Tokyo Gakugei University (4-1-1 Nukui-kita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184-8501, Japan)
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attended before being injured.

2. Difficulties and needs in learning

Of respondents, 89.3% answered that their children had learning difficulties. Many had problems, particularly with “memory”,
and subjects with difficulty are concentrated in five subjects. Symptoms of diverse higher cortical dysfunctions, such as memory
impairment, attention disorder, and executive functional impairment, overlap and become factors for difficulties in learning. Special

treatment for such difficulties in learning remained at 57.3%.

3. Difficulties and needs in school life (friendship, human relations, etc.)

Of respondents, 72% answered that their children “had problems” in school life, which revealed that they confronted great
difficulties in friendship and human relations in particular. Specifically, “My child is isolated because she/he cannot make friends” was
the most common answer (29.1%), followed by “My child faced bullying” (22.0%). For responses by schools and homeroom teachers,
the following descriptions were seen: “No response was given because of a lack of their understanding of disabilities”, and “They were
unilaterally scolded.” Even if support and consideration are provided immediately after returning to school, surroundings and teachers
change as time goes by. Under such circumstances, children tend to be isolated because of a “poor understanding”, “difficulty in

communication attributable to disability traits”, and so on.

4. Difficulties and needs in the future course (transition support)

Of respondents, 72.0% worried about the future course. Many guardians had an emotional conflict in choice between regular
classes and special support school or classes. Some guardians wish to send their children to special support school or classes because
of concerns about delayed learning and difficulty in living in a group, but many wish their child to attend regular classes. Although
many wish for general employment after graduation, only a few graduates with higher cortical dysfunction are employed as general

employees.

In the future, we must carry out a survey of students with higher cortical dysfunction and to examine actual conditions and needs
for support. Furthermore, because many guardians worry about choosing regular classes or special support school/ classes as future
courses, it is a crucial challenge to examine contents of further appropriate educational support through comparing actual educational

conditions of current regular class students and those of current special support school/ class students with higher cortical dysfunction.
Key words: higher cortical dysfunction, school age, regular class, return to school, guardian survey
Department of Special Needs Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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