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Factors that predict children’s speaking and listening (3)

—— How do teachers’ evaluations and understandings affect
children’s development of speaking and listening skills?

1IN I N B S L
Syota AHIKO and Yoshiaki KAJII

e QeI AL

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the developmental aspects on children’s speaking and listening skills.

Nine elementary school children enrolled in fifth grade who were in the same class were classified into four groups by their
teacher using the items on speaking and listening derived from Japanese National Standards: 1) good speaker and listener, 2) good
speaker but poor listener, 3) poor speaker but good listener, 4) poor speaker and listener by the class teacher.

Subsequently, two children who were classified into two groups, good speaker but poor listener and poor speaker but good
listener, were investigated and observed longitudinally.

Differences in the developmental aspects of two groups were determined using quantitative and qualitative means.

As to poor speaker but good listener, results showed that 1) Both teachers’ and children’s evaluations tend to focus on the poor
ability, 2) There is a strong tendency of grasping the reality of speaking and listening, matched between teachers and children.

Findings suggest that the children seen by the teacher as “good listener” were more likely to receive concrete guidance.
Key words: Speaking and listening, Teaching and evaluation, Good speaker and good listener
Department of Psychology, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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