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How infant recognize his sibling?

— Based on a longitudinal observation ——

O B oL R D CHREH
Michiko TAKAHASHI and Megumi KUDOU
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Abstract

The relationship of an infant and his elder brother were observed regularly at home during a period of 13 months. The observation
started when the infant was 6 months old and continued till 19 months old. One home-visit-observation was about 30 minutes and the
total observation was 35 times. Based on these observational data, the development of an infant’s recognition to his elder brother was
explored. The main results were as follows:

1) At 6 months, an infant feels his brother is a person who doesn’t realize his needs. At 18 months, an infant recognizes that his
brother is a playmate, a rival, and a reliable person.
2) Itis easy for an infant who has a sibling to acquire a way how to make relations to a person according to its context and join to a
dyad at good timing.

3) The relation of TATE, vertical control-following relation, is formed earlier than the relation of YOKO, horizontal equal relation.
Although the relation of TATE is visible, the relation of YOKO depends on bonds and feelings between siblings. Through the
developmental process, it is considered that siblings make up the original relation of NANAME, diagonal relation, by changing

gradually the quality of the relation of TATE and YOKO.
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