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乳児はきょうだいをどのようにとらえていくのか

── ふたり兄弟の縦断的行動観察をもとに ──

How infant recognize his sibling?

── Based on a longitudinal observation ──

高　橋　道　子＊・工　藤　めぐみ＊＊

Michiko TAKAHASHI and Megumi KUDOU

教育心理学

 The relationship of an infant and his elder brother were observed regularly at home during a period of 13 months.  The observation 

started when the infant was 6 months old and continued till 19 months old.  One home-visit-observation was about 30 minutes and the 

total observation was 35 times.  Based on these observational data, the development of an infant’s recognition to his elder brother was 

explored.  The main results were as follows:

  1 )  At 6 months, an infant feels his brother is a person who doesn’t realize his needs.  At 18 months, an infant recognizes that his 

brother is a playmate, a rival, and a reliable person.

  2 )  It is easy for an infant who has a sibling to acquire a way how to make relations to a person according to its context and join to a 

dyad at good timing.  

  3 )  The relation of TATE, vertical control-following relation, is formed earlier than the relation of YOKO, horizontal equal relation.  

Although the relation of TATE is visible, the relation of YOKO depends on bonds and feelings between siblings.  Through the 

developmental process, it is considered that siblings make up the original relation of NANAME, diagonal relation, by changing 

gradually the quality of the relation of TATE and YOKO.
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　乳児とその兄の関係を，乳児が生後 6 ヶ月から19ヶ月までの13ヶ月間，家庭訪問により定期的に観察した。
1 回の観察は約30分であり，全部で35回の観察を行った。これらの観察データをもとに，本研究は，乳児がきょう
だいをどのようにとらえていくのかを明らかにした。主な結果は，次のとおりである。
　 1 ）6 ヶ月では，乳児は兄を自分の望みをかなえてくれない人と思っている。18ヶ月には，乳児は兄を遊び仲間，

ライバル，そして頼りになる人と思うようになる。
　 2 ）きょうだいがいることで，乳児は，自分の置かれた場に合わせて人とうまく関わって行く方法や二者関係へ適
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切なタイミングで仲間入りする方法を身につけやすい。
　 3 ）タテの関係は，ヨコの関係よりも先に形成される。タテの関係は目に見えるが，ヨコの関係は，きょうだい間

の絆や感情による。きょうだいは，タテとヨコの関係の質を徐々に変化させていくことにより，独自のナナメ
の関係を作り上げていくと考えられる。
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