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The Idea and Practices of Etsu Yoshida, A Graduate of Kindergarten
Normal Course at Sakurai Women’s School:

Focusing on the Curriculum of Muromachi Kindergarten
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Abstract

In this paper, [ will attempt to examine the idea and practices of christian kindergartener. For this purpose, I focus on the practices of
Etsu Yoshida, who is a graduate of Kindergarten Normal Course at Sakurai Women’s School.

A number of studies have pointed out that Etsu Yoshida devoted to the establishment of the kindergarten as a chief kindergartner.
They failed to illuminate the process and content of the practices. So it is necessary to clarify her school background and professional
career. | would also focus not only on her earlier practices at Eiwa Kindergarten but also her later practices at Muromachi
Kindergarten.

Yoshida was an elementary school teacher and talented with Chinese classics and English knowledge. After she was graduated from
a Kindergarten Normal Course, she founded and managed Eiwa Kindergarten, Kanagawa Kindergarten, Nishijinn Kindergarten and
Muromachi Kindergarten. In the later year of her life, she devoted her life to the training of kindergartners at Miyagi Kindergarten
Training School and Kawamura Women’s School.

I found the characteristics of her idea and practices as follows:

First, she diligently practiced Flobelian kindergarten ideas.

Second, she obtained the information of kindergarten directly through missionaries and English books and periodicals. That
implies that she could practice the unique practices at Eiwa Kindergarten and Muromachi Kindergarten, which were different from the
kindergarten attached to Tokyo Women’s Normal School because of its original information networks.

I could point out their uniqueness as follows:

she could develop the professional skills on the basis of kindergarten teacher training in the Kindergarten Normal Course. She
developed her knowledge and experiences at Women’s School and missionaries.

For further exploration, I will examine the relationships between the kindergarten teacher training programs and kindergarten

practices in her later years.
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