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Effect of Children’s Background Information on College Students’
Evaluation of Children’s Compositions
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Yoshiaki KAJII
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Abstract

This study determined the effect of children’s background information on college students’ evaluation of elementary children’s
compositions. Subjects, composed of 57 teacher-training students, were asked to evaluate grades 4 and 5 children’s narrative
compositions using 18 evaluation items derived from the Japanese National Standards under two conditions. In one condition, subjects
(N = 26) were provided with information about the child, and the other (N = 31) were not. In each group, subjects were divided into
highly and less favorable groups based on their attitude towards compositions. Items’ validity was assessed as to whether they reflected
the quality of the compositions, led to consistent evaluations among the teachers, whether ratings using the items and general criteria
were strongly related, and their ability to predict the grade level of the child. Reliability was evaluated using the generalizability
coefficient and variance estimate. Results showed that evaluator’s knowledge of the children’s background enhances the validity of
the 18 items and their ability to predict the child’s grade level, reliability of the evaluation, and the items’ utility as criteria for absolute

evaluation.

Key words: Children’s background information, Students’ use of evaluation criteria, Item validity and reliability, Narrative

compositions, Japanese National Standards
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