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Soju Irisawa’s Study on the Project Method

— Focusing on the Information Gathering and the Characteristics of Analysis
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Abstract

Soju Irisawa was an important scholar who introduced the project method into Japan. In this paper, I tried to identify the
information which were used for his study and examined the characteristics of his analysis.

Irisawa gathered a lot of books and journals’ articles about the project method which were issued in the United States in the
1910s through the early 1920s. Although there was the most famous article “The Project Method” by William H. Kilpatrick,
Irisawa did not evaluate it. His study was focused on the historical development of the project method. Through this study he
found the Herbart and Herbartian theories underlay the project method. He was especially interested in Charles A. McMurry’s
book entitled Teaching by Projects. C.A. McMurry was one of the representatives of American Herbartians. He thought the
projects as “large units of study” and suggested to introduce the enterprise in the real world, such as the Salt River Irrigation
Project. Irisawa used the term “life units” in this sense.

Although Irisawa recognized the value of the project method, he did not recommend Japanese teachers extensive use of the

project method.
Key words: Project Method, Progressive Education, Soju Irisawa
Department of Pedagogy, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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