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Urban Educational Measures by Osaka City Mayor Hajime Seki and Educational
Reforms by Osaka City School Inspector Harutaro Suzuki in the Pre War

I 1 I GO AN = i
Izumi ISHIKAWA and Satoru TAKAHASHI

B SCER R R

Abstract

This paper was aimed at clarifying the developments of the urban educational measures and educational reforms of Osaka City
at 1920’s. And we analyzed the developments from perspectives of relations of three persons: Hajime Seki who was an Osaka City
mayor, Harutaro Suzuki who was an Osaka City school inspector and Hiraku Sandaya who was a chief of the child welfare section of
Osaka City.

Urban municipal government of Osaka City encountered urban problems and educational problems. To address the problems,
Osaka City authorities invited Seki as a deputy mayor, then he invited Suzuki and Sandaya to Osaka City. Suzuki attempted to
transcend “uniformed class” for attainment the educational reform, and Sandaya attempted the development of modern child
welfare. Suzuki conducted surveys on the actual conditions of the children who could get no education because of the child labor and
dysfunctional homes. And he suggested the propulsions of the standardization of the intelligence measurement and the special class
organizations as educational support systems of Osaka City. This projects were consist of a great cooperation by Osaka City authorities
and many schools, so it was significant that his educational works in the educational measures of Osaka City.

Seki also thought that city original education and social work are necessary for the construction of the modern city, thus the
projects by Suzuki and Sandaya were associated with the direction of municipal government. That is, the works of educational reform
and child welfare in the urban Osaka City were based on the urban policy by Seki, and were gave into shape by Suzuki and Sandaya

from the perspective of the educational field.
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