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Practical Research on the Support of Communication Skills for Children
with Developmental Disabilities
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Abstract

In this study, we provided programs designed to improve cognitive and language skills to two children with developmental
disabilities who attend a school for children with special needs. The objectives of the intervention were selected based on the results
of developmental tests and behavioral observation as well as on the needs expressed by parents. Several tasks were developed for the
objectives, and individual sessions of about 30 minutes were conducted twice a week. The teachers and the faculty members of the
university met and discussed the adequacy of teaching methods and materials periodically in case conferences. The program yielded
the following results: The students became able to pursue tasks directing attention to the teachers when they tried to choose and thread
beads of the same shape and color as the ones offered by the teacher. They became able to listen to simple oral instructions, and

developed self-control skills during new tasks.
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