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A Study of Curriculum Evaluation for Pre-service Elementary School Teachers

— Based on the Survey of Undergraduate Students and 15-year Teachers ——
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Abstract

As a background of this paper, there are certain requirements in recent Japan for teachers’ ‘Quality Assurances’ to the universities
as initial teacher training providers. However, few universities have considered and made their own solid criteria for teacher education
at undergraduate level. Thus, the 2006 Report of the Central Council of Education (Chuo-Kyouiku-Shingikai) has recommended to
introduce a new subject ‘Seminar for Practical Teachers’ Profession (Kyoshoku-Jissenn-Enshuu)’ among minimum requirements
for teachers’ licenses. This new subject requires to each university to have certain accountability to manage whole teacher education
curricula of 4-years undergraduate courses.

Thus, this paper is based on the authors’ nation-wide researches for students at undergraduate courses for elementary school teachers
(3,813 samples) and 1st-year teachers at elementary schools (2,569 samples). The aim of the researches are to seek the ways for
curricula reform at universities as initial teacher training providers, through the ‘learner’s points of view’. It seems to be crucial for
the future curricula reform on teacher education to clarify how they recognize the status quo of teacher education curricula, how they
recognize teaching competencies by themselves.

As a result, there are some common points of view shown among both undergraduate students and 1st-year teachers. They
both recognize the undergraduate programme with close relations to “practical’ school fields as good and ‘effective’ for teachers’
preparation, while they pay little respects to ‘too academic’ ‘too specific’ programme without such relations. These learners’ points of

view show an important issue for curricula reform of ‘teacher education at universities’.
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