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A study of development of the ability of syllabic segmentation for
hearing impaired children who use sign language
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Abstract

In this study, we ordered about the phase of phonological awareness for hearing impaired children who use sign language. We
examined 3 points of the following. That is, (1) Different from the number of morae organizes words. (2) Different from the kind of
syllabic (Japanese fundamental syllables, Japanese special syllables ). (3) Different from hearing level. Result is that : (1) We found
out that because acquiring the ability to handle phonemes smoothly and correctly requires long time, the development to the ability
to segment words consist of many letters about 5 morae develop more slowly than the words consist of few letters. (2) Each Japanese
syllables have their own development speed. About Yo-On-syllable and Yocho-On-syllable, especially hearing impaired children
divide a word not into some morae but some letters. (3) A case of mild hearing impaired children, their ability of syllabic segmentation
develops more faster than severe hearing impaired children’s. But in the end severe hearing impaired children’s ability of syllabic
segmentation also develops, and their ability can attain mild hearing impaired children’s. However, there were some children who were
weak in the segment of 5 morae syllables in the severe hearing impairment group. Therefore, we guess the children who are weak in

processing phoneme smoothly in this group.
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