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A cultural-developmental approach to child welfare research
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Abstract

Research that has cultural developmental psychology as a theoretical base, as well as that uses interpretive ethnography as a research
method, has potentials to contribute to the development of child welfare research. These theory and research method, however, have
not been utilized in Japanese child welfare research. This paper introduces two research programs that the author has been involved
in to illustrate what can be possible by applying cultural developmental psychology to child welfare research, as well as by using
interpretive ethnography as a research method. The research programs introduced in this paper are; a study of youth who grew up
in the U.S. foster care system, and a series of studies of Ibasho for maltreated children who live in Japanese child care institutions.
Research findings showed the importance of 1 ) providing interventions considering clients’ cultural characteristics and tendencies,
2 ) learning from beliefs and practices that are prevalent in other cultures, 3 ) understanding and utilizing “cultural-outsiderness” and
“cultural insiderness” in research, 4 ) understanding children as active agents in their own lives. These are among the important areas
that have not been adequately addressed in Japanese child welfare research. I hope that development of child welfare research in Japan

will be facilitated by new perspectives and knowledge that are acquired through research based on cultural developmental psychology.
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