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The effect of sibling status in children on their degree of social skills
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out whether sibling status in children effects on their degree of social skills. The reason why
sibling status (i.e. birth order and number of sibling) effects on their degree of social skills is that an attitude of parents toward
their children changes according to sibling status and interactions between siblings changes according to each status in sibling. A
questionnaire was put in the Internet site which an educational enterprise operates and children were asked to answer it. Respondents
were 376 children of fifth and sixth grade in elementary schools and 372 children from first to third grade in junior high schools, 748
(172 boys, 576 girls) in total. The results of statistical analyses showed that birth order and number of sibling effect on their degree
of social skills. In particular, singletons showed higher level of skills for beginning relationships and assertive skills and first-born
boys showed higher level of emotion-control skills. Implications of these results were discussed from the point of frequencies of

conversation within their families.
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