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The Establishment of Tokyo Rakuzen Company Limited by the
deaf in the Taisho era: Its work and view of a deaf teacher
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The aim of this study was to clarify the process of the establishment of Tokyo Rakuzen Company Limited in 1921, its work, and
the view held by Hiroshi Miura (1886-1962), a deaf teacher of the Tokyo National School for the Deaf who managed the
Company. The process of establishment and the work of the Company had following similarities with other workshops which
was established in the same period at Fukuoka and Wakayama prefecture- the idea that the deaf should work in regular industries
and become the member of the society, the economic background that had both profit-making and charitable basis, and the
function of the Company to mitigate unemployment and isolation of the deaf. On the other hand, the Company had differences
from the other workshops in that it was established and managed almost exclusively by the deaf and that it was established
separately from the School for the Deaf. Investigation of the view of Miura suggested that the Company had similar ideological
background with the workshops in Fukuoka and Wakayama prefecture. The peculiarities of the Company did not seem to have
relation to Miura’s view, although they seemed to have relation to the strong educational force, economic background, and

relatively long history of the Tokyo School for the Deaf.
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