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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the transformation of the military drill through an analysis of the relationship of the military
drill and the military authorities in Japan during Asian and Pacific War. This paper used the educational magazine, “Nihon Kyouiku”,
was published from 1941 to 1947 by National Education Library Company.

The results of the analysis are summarized as follows.

The Ministry of Education adopted the military drill as one of the curriculum of physical education more than lower secondary
school in 1925, and the military drill was taught by the military officers in active service. However the purpose of the military drill was
not only for the military training but also for the training of mind and body. Since Pacific War began in 1941, the military authorities
have criticized on the curriculum of physical education, that the purpose of the military drill should be consisted in the military
training. Circumstanced as they were, the law of physical education was exchanged in 1944 that the teaching schedule of the military
drill increased one hour for the week. The school masters replaced the military officers in active service as main teacher of the military
drill, because most of officers went to the front one after the other. In addition, the military authorities advocated the new educational
method, “All day long” military drill, so as to teach effectively.

Consequently, the period when the military authorities were at their own will to manipulate the practice of the military drill was very

short.
Key words: historical study, military drill, japan, Asian and Pacific War, military authorities
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