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The Heike clan and the Chinese fabrics

Fusae KAWAZOE
Japanese Literature Department

Abstract

The Heike clan was concerned with trade with Chinese Soong deeply from the times of father of Kiyomori Taira and
built millions wealth. By this report, | clarified the Heike clan and the relation of foreign—made articles from position of
Kiyomori and the actual situation of the trade, “The Heike Monogatari” and “the Heike copied sutra” of the national treas-
ure. Furthermore, | mentioned that the prosperity reminded of Akashi clan with Hikaru Geniji of "The Tale of Genji”. In
addition, | clarified that promotion of the trade such as a meeting with the person of Soong or import of the money of
Soong invited the repulsion of the class of nobles of the capital. However, Kiyomori purchased “Taiheigyoran” of Soong,
and it showed the Kaimei nature of Kiyomori to have given to the Emperor and contributed in the Coming ages. The
wealth of the Chinese fabrics for the Heike clan was an economical base, and an cultural base to control the class of nobles
and an ex—emperor and establish the government of Heike clan, and to be a conqueror of the culture.

Key words : kiyomori Taira, foreign-made articles, The Heike Monogatari, The Tale of Genji
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