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Abstract

In order to make sure of the synchronic characteristics and the process of diachronic changes of first personal pronoun
“wagahai” in Modern Japanese, the paper has selected some examples of “wagahai” from literature works and the reports
of comprehensive magazine <<The sun >>. The paper has made an analysis of speakers’ phases ,characteristics of speech
atmosphere, the relationships between speakers and listeners, the diachronic changes and the differences among those first
personal pronouns from many angles. At the same time, the paper has also observed the usages and changes of “wagahai”
as both the written and spoken word.

According to the analysis, we got to know that as a spoken word, “wagahai” was only used by intellects and officers.
Further more, according to the analysis of treatment of “wagahai”, we could prove that the examples of phase 3 of “the
treatment to the equal listeners in daily life” occupied more than 70% of the whole, while the usage could be positioned as
central treatment values of “wagahai”. If we continuously observed “wagahai”, we made clear that, after Meiji 30 years it
was also used in phase 4 and phase 5. In other words, in late Meiji Times, treatment values were gradually expanded into
the lower classes.

Next, through the research conclusion of <<The sun corpus>>, it is clear that the usage of “wagahai” had increased in
1917 while in 1925 it dropped dramatically. The percentage of “wagahai” in colloquial reports was only approximate10%
in 1901, 1909, 1917 and in 1925 it dropped dramatically.

Above all, if we supposed that the officers and the intellects who had the priority to use “wagahai” were the main
writers for magazine <<The sun>> after Meiji 30 years, they wanted to show off their own status and it was better to use
“wagahai” rather than other first personal pronouns. On the other hand, after Meiji 30 years, the first pronoun “wagahai”
as a spoken word was used by not only the equal listeners but also the lower class listeners. It can be predicted that “waga-
hai” would impress others by an imagine of exclusivity and arrogance, so except some politicians,soldiers,torchbearers,
writers of <<The sun>> gradually used the other first personal pronoun instead of “wagahai”.

Key words : Modern Japanese, Meiji Times, First personal pronoun “Wagahai” Magazine <<The sun>>, The sun corpus,
Diachronic changes, Colloquial style, literary style
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