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Abstract

The educationa reformation in Japan in 1998 proposed introduction of proper guidance for individual students according to their
level of understanding. In this study, the authors grouped the ninety five students into three Classes (Advanced level : 30 students,
Middle level : 50 students, Lower level : 15 students) according to their level of understanding of scientific subjects. The Middle level
students (50) were divided into two classes (25 students each). Each class had one teacher. This teaching stile was applied to the
science challenge questionsin B field “ Substance and Energy” in six grade. The following results were shown.

(1) Itisdesirable that grouping of classes should be made by student's self-evaluation of their own level of understanding.

(2) This style of teaching gave more chancees for each student to solve scientific questions himself. Through this activity,
student came to believe in his/her ability and increased his/her interest and motivation to question subjects. Furthermore,
they developed the ability to conduct experiments based on their own hypothesis. The effect of this teaching method was
remarkable in the students of Lower level class.

(3) In order to introduce this style of teaching into the school system, mutual understanding, the teamwork of teachers, good
lesson plants and class scheduling were esstential.  Theachers who were not skilled in teaching science benefited from

interacting with others who specialized in science. (in Japanese)

Key words: Small group teaching method, primary school science education, level of student's understanding, teamwork of

teachers

* Yagumodai Primary School , Yagumodai-Machi, Chofu-shi, Tokyo 182-0015, Japan.
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