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FeEIN & 17.0 20.4 154 n.s. 13.6 15.1 12.3 n.s
REECLAY D % 11.3 8.7 13.8 n.s 7.5 7.2 7.7 n.s
T A B 8.2 6.5 8.9 n.s. 54 6.5 4.5 n.s
RN D D 4.3 0.9 6.6 ok 8.2 6.5 9.7 n.s.
*p<.05  *kp< 0l ##* p<001
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“Shift away from science” in junior high school students
— From perspectives from gender and social stratification —

Ginko KAWANO#*, Toru IKEGAMI**, Chie NAKAZAWA*** Chika FUJTWARA****
Yasuko MURAMATSU*** Michiko TAKAHASHI***

Department of Home Economics

This paper attempts to highlight, through a questionnaire survey of junior high school students, "the-loss-of-
interest-in-science" according to gender and social stratification in Japan.

Our survey focused on girls and boys who attend two different types of junior high schools. The first category
is public schools, where children come from average families, and the second is private schools, which require
students to pass entrance examination and the payment of tuition fees. Usually, the children come from families
with heigher social standing. We analyzed the students who are losing interest in science, comparing the
students under four categories consisting of gender and school types.

The findings show clearly that the occurrence of "shift away from science" differ according to gender and
school type. Therefore, each type of schools need suitable support in teaching science to students. Public junior
high schools should nurture girl's interest in science, and ensure that boys understand the essence of science
aside from entrance exam. The junior high schools that require their students to pass entrance examination
should cater to girl's interest in physics and to boy's interest in biology in its curriculum.

The analyses mentioned above are important steps to achieve equitable gender balance in scientific fields in

Japan.

Key words: gender, social stratification, shift away from science, junior high school, science
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