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Purpose of Educational Policy Introducing New Course “Technology”
into General High School in the People’s Republic of China

In the People’s Republic of China, it was decided in 1999
that the tentative course of study should be developed in
order to introduce a new course “Technology” into general
high schools’ curricula. In May and June, 2001, both of the
Department of Nation and the Department of Education
authorized the introduction of “Technology” into every
Chinese general high school. In April, 2003, the tentative
course of study for “Technology” was published, that should
be as the national standards for the curriculum developments.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the real purposes
of the policies for introducing this new course “Technology”
into every general high school in China within the context of
the transformation of Chinese high school systems and their
functions, by analyzing a series of ministerial ordinances,
notifications, and documents on Chinese school reforms from
1985 up to the present, taking into consideration the fact that
educational statistics suggested.

The results are as follows.

(a) The introduction of “Technology” was as a part of the
national educational policies for secondary school reforms
that started in 1998 and aimed to transform the emphasis
from the vocational education expansion at secondary level
to the education for each student’s capabilities.

(b) In this context, three interpretations are permitted about
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the real purposes that the policies for introducing “Technol-
ogy” watched for. The first possibility is that “Technology”
should be introduced into the general high schools’ curricula
in order to promote the social stratification of general high
school students who should be divided two groups: one was
directed to proceed into the four-year university track, and
another was induced to proceed into the two-year technical
college track. The second possibility is that it should be
introduced in order for Chinese future leaders in a variety of
sectors, including business, government, and the media, to
get their technological literacy which prepared them to make
appropriate decision makings about technological develop-
ments and their impacts upon the society and nation. The

third possibility is that the policies watched both purposes.
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