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A Scene in the Acceptance of Confucianism in Early Modern Samurai Society:

The Ansai School’s Theory of “Non-agnatic” Adoption
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Abstract

This paper examines various aspects of the reception of Neo-Confucianism (47-%%) in Japan from the latter half of
the 17th century to the first half of the 18th century, based on an evaluation of the Ansai school's theory of “Non-agnatic”
Adoption.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the existence of various Confucian schools of thought in early modern society
and their contact with the people who accepted them.

Clarifies the difference between the theories on “Non-agnatic” adoption by samurai who studied Ansai studies and
those who specialize in Confucianism. Specifically, I will analyze the writings of two samurais (FFESETE, =HFER)
and confirm the characteristics of the theory of “Non-agnatic” adoption. I will also refer to the process by which these two

men grew from students to instructors, and the cultural capital of the samurai society that they possessed.

Keywords: the samurai society, “Non-agnatic” Adoption, Neo-Confucianism, Ansai studies, the cultural capital
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