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Abstract

The maintenance of school facilities and classroom environments is one of the essential requirements for healthy, safe,
and comfortable learning activities for children and students. In recent years, air conditioning and ICT environments have
been improved, and classroom environments have also been required to accommodate diversified educational content
and methods. However, there have been few reports on the recent installation, equipment, and use of special classrooms,
especially home economics rooms. Therefore, this study was conducted to understand the actual conditions of special
classrooms and their facilities used for home economics in public elementary, junior high, and senior high schools in Tokyo,
Japan. The results revealed the following Most schools had a home economics room in elementary schools, and two rooms,
a cooking room and a clothing room, in junior high and high schools. There were differences in cooking heat sources and
sewing machines between the home economics rooms in elementary schools and the cooking and clothing rooms in junior
high and high schools. The layout of desks and chairs varied, but most of the elementary school home economics rooms had
a layout in which all students faced forward, while most of the junior high and high schools had a layout in which students
sat facing each other in groups. This may be due to the need to conduct both cooking and clothing production in the home
economics room at elementary schools. In addition, it was also found that the layout in which students face each other in
groups makes it easier to engage in discussion activities and cooperative work than when all students face forward, but it also
makes it easier to see the blackboard and screen and to engage in chit-chat. It was suggested that the kitchens in high schools
and the kitchens and dressing rooms in junior high schools may not have sufficient space for lectures and work, and aisles
for safe work. In the future, we would like to measure the size and layout of special classrooms used for home economics by
visiting schools, etc., and observe how they are actually used during practical training, etc., to make more concrete proposals

for layout and dimensions.

Keywords: Home economics room, Cooking room, Clothing room, Layout, Questionnaire
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