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The English B course presents myriad opportunities for students to actively explore the
intricate connections among language, culture, and knowledge. In previous iterations of the TOK
course, language was prominently featured among the eight ways of knowing (WoKs), standing
alongside reason, sense perception, emotion, faith, intuition, imagination, and memory. However,
the current iteration of TOK no longer explicitly references the WoKs. Nevertheless, language
maintains its privileged status, alongside technology, politics, religion, and indigenous societies,
as one of the optional themes to be explored alongside the overarching theme of "knowledge and
the knower."

In a recent discussion focused on the "sharing the planet" theme in English B, the class
stumbled upon the idiomatic expression "ruffle someone's feathers," akin to the colloquial "get
on their nerves." The students found it amusing that Anglophone cultures liken an irritating
person to a bird. This led us to explore parallel expressions in Japanese involving birds, some of
which mirror English counterparts, like "kill two birds with one stone" (—%1 ) and "goose
bumps" (& 1). Notably, we observed that the concept of getting on someone's nerves transcends
linguistic boundaries, existing in English, Japanese (#fiffiCfifiiL %), French (taper / porter /
donner sur les nerfs de quelqu'un), and presumably more languages.

This analysis encouraged students to consider the relationships among language, culture,
and knowledge not only through the five English B concepts (in bold below) of audience, purpose,
meaning, variation, and context, but also by means of the twelve TOK concepts. The values and
power relationships of any given culture impact perspectives on truth, certainty, and objectivity
(or intersubjectivity). In encountering different takes on the world embodied in different
languages, linguistically-inflected explanations of phenomena yield to the hermeneutical
responsibility of amassing relevant evidence to support one’s interpretation or justification of the
world in the face of the horizon of alternative options.

While there's a significant convergence in idiomatic expressions, the way cultures
categorize and interpret the world hinges on specific cultural contexts. The class discussed how,
for example, the Japanese term "ki" (51) conveys nuanced sensations with minimal equivalence
in English. This observation underscored the unique ways in which different cultures articulate
and perceive various aspects of human experience, reinforcing the notion that language diversity

truly enriches the tapestry of life.
(XF:»EVF btrAg)
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Enhancing Conceptual Understanding in the Diploma
Programme Through TOK Questions

— Bridging Knowledge Across Subjects —
Abstract

The aim of this study was to validate the promotion of conceptual understanding through
the use of TOK knowledge questions. In the current academic year, we initiated the sharing
of a methodology illustrating how TOK questions contribute to the comprehension of
concepts, taking into account the unique characteristics of each subject. The cross-
disciplinary understanding cultivated across subjects resulted in connections via the Areas
of Knowledge (AOK), thereby providing insights for the application to general classes beyond
the Diploma Programme (DP). In the open class, our efforts focused on fostering mutual
discussions by engaging in an iterative exchange between questions and concepts within the
core TOK class, intensifying the discourse on knowledge. Through encouraging students to
toggle between questions and conceptual understanding, involving activities such as writing
and commenting on concepts, we observed that they demonstrated the ability to formulate
more specific and penetrating questions, ultimately fostering development in novelty and
depth of ideas.




