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Essay on the Era in Which Confucius Lived and “Freedom” in the Analects:

From New Trends in the Philisophy of Education and a Reconsideration of Historical
Positivism

Tomo e
SHIMODA Makoto

KMREHEWIE TV —T

Abstract

This study examines the era in which Confucius lived (late Spring and Autumn period; approx. 770 to 481 BCE) and
“freedom” in the Analects through new trends in the philosophy of education and a reconsideration of historical positivism.
There is no Chinese word for “ziyou” in the historical records which describe the late Spring and Autumn period or the
Analects. Nevertheless, examining the following two issues in relation to “freedom” will raise questions about studies on the
history of Chinese thought. The first issue is how to read the words in the late Spring and Autumn period and the Analects
when we define “freedom” based on new findings in the philosophy of education as “choice and determinability under the
terms and conditions” and consider “mutual recognition of freedom” as a fundamental principle of society. The second issue
is that, while the author presents a new sketch relating to social change and state formation during the Spring and Autumn
period and the Warring States period (approx. 481 to 221 BCE) separately, how does society and people in the late Spring
and Autumn period and the words written in the Analects and their interpretations fit into the author’s sketch.

This study is an attempt to gain a perspective on human life, the way of living and the nature of coexistence in society

through a comprehensive examination of the era in which Confucius lived and the Analects.
Keywords: Confucius, Analects, Spring and Autumn period, freedom, intercultural cohesion

Research Group for Education in the Next Generation, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi,
Tokyo 184-8501, Japan

® B
AWF7EIL, ILFOE SRR RN & [Fakl 1B 56 [HH] 2HEE A0 & AT 5%

ELFOB/ZZELTHET LD THL, FEREIOZ L2 LALHR TWag] oz THl] Lwvw)#E
FENH LD TIE R V. L2L, RO2ODFFEIZOWT, THH] b YRG5 2 L id i ERAERZE

* Tokyo Gakugei University (4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184-8501, Japan)

- 124 -



=R EHTHIERDEL) B—ICHEEFOR LB RICHESE [Hl] 2 [FEBEMICH T 258
- Joemrett] LED, [BHOMAERRE] 2HEOMAKER & E 2 2RI, FEREBoRAL [FmEEl o
BEEEDL)IIHD LD HAZ, FEFINEIRE O RZLE) & EZISI RS 2872 7% BH) X%
FRL TV AR, HEMoE L AN, (Wbl SHEONAEELE TOMRIE, EHORMYMIZEWTY
D& IALED L D2

AT T OE S 720 L [Fak] OREMEME 28 0T, AMOAdGRAE Y, R8T 2H4ED
HYHIOVTREZRL ) ETLRAATH S,

F—7—F:ALF, [GwaRl, BRI, B, E

— 125 -



