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Trends in English Vocabulary Memory Strategies of the Deaf and the
Support They Need in the English classes:

Through Interviews with Hearing-Impaired Adults
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KOBAYASHI Tamon and HAMADA Toyohiko
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Abstract

In this study, I conducted an interview survey of hearing-impaired adults in order to clarify the characteristics and trends
of their English vocabulary memory strategies at junior high and high school, and to examine what kind of consideration
they seek in English classes.

About English Vocabulary Memory Strategies, Most respondents used “Emphasis of repetition” as their English
vocabulary memory strategy, with higher percentages for “Emphasis on context and reference” and “Analysis and
Integration”. They have different memory strategies for different modes of communication, but they each make progress in
English vocabulary learning by establishing their own memory strategies.

About English Classes, It was found that rule-based instruction of English vocabulary and grammar is required, and that
instruction on English structures such as prefixes and suffixes, as well as phonics and other sound-related instruction is
needed. The results also indicated that going through communicative activities through English would motivate students to
learn English, and that it is necessary to devise ways to make students feel that they can use English in their daily lives and

in the classes.
Keywords: hearing-impaired, English vocabulary study, English Classes, communication
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