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The Effect of Correspondence between Grammatical Relations and
Case Markers on the Use of Case Markers:

A Preliminary Examination of a Small Number of Cases

BB OB %
MURAO Aimi

SRRSO

Abstract

Regardless of whether a subject has a disability, understanding and expressing case markers has been reported to be
a difficult grammatical item among Japanese-speaking subjects. This study focused on the correspondence between
grammatical relations and case markers and conducted a preliminary examination of a small number of cases to investigate
the underlying reasons for the incorrect use of case markers. The subjects were seven second- to fifth-grade children with
typical development. To focus on the correspondence between grammatical relations and case markers, two types of tasks
using state verbs, potential verbs, and passive sentences were conducted: a case marker insertion task, which is a type of
sentence completion task, and a grammaticality judgment task. The results revealed that the mean percentage correct for
the grammaticality judgment task was higher than for the case marker insertion task. In the case marker insertion task,
the mean percentage correct for sentences with state verbs tended to be lower than other types of stimulus sentences. In
the grammaticality judgment task, the mean percentage correct for sentences with state verbs and those of potential verbs
tended to be equally low, especially in the percentage of correct responses to correct sentences. These results suggest that
deviations from the standard correspondence between grammatical relations and case markers may affect the use of case
markers. The results also indicated that even school-aged, typically developing children have challenges determining

whether such constructions are correct or incorrect.
Keywords: case marker, sentence completion task, grammatical judgment task, children with typical development
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