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Abstract

This paper offers a valuable record of documents related to Tanaka Shozo, who widely publicized the minining
pollution of the Ashio Copper Mine (Ashiodozan) known as a major pollution disaster in modern Japan, confronting it as
a social issue. In particular, these unpublished documents kept by Yamada Tomojiro, “Tanaka Shozo’s adopted daughter’s

husband,” are “released for the first time in 120 years” by his descendant.

Materials related to Shozo Tanaka have been introduced in various forms. However, the documents presented here have
been preserved at the home of Yamada Tomojiro’s descendants and compiled to make public by Hamanaka Hideko, one

of his family members and a curator of the Kunitachi City Board of Education.

In this paper, YI Sookyung who conducted a field investigation introduces how the documents came to be released and
provides additional explanation about Tanaka Shozo and the current situation of the Ashio Copper Mine, where no

memorial tower can be found for Korean victims who were mobilized during the World War II.

The full text of the dissertation written by Hamanaka Hideko regarding the documents related to Tanaka Shozo and
Yamada Tomojiro will be introduced in the paper. Through the publication of these documents, the paper sheds new light

on their significance, revisiting the issues of pollution Tanaka Shozo fervently tackled.

In the latter part, the paper will also touch upon the sad history left behind in the deep canyon of the Ashio mine, which
is being forgotten today.

Keywords: released for the first time in 120 years, Ashio Copper Mine, Shozo Tanaka, Tomojiro Yamada, unpublished

letter, never-ending history
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