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Abstract

The Nippon Decimal Classification (NDC) has been frequently used with partial modifications in school libraries. Under
copyright law, such modifications fall under the category of “alteration” or “adaptation.” There has been growing concern
about whether such changes infringe on the right of authors to preserve the integrity of their work or the right of copyright
holders to make adaptations. This study discussed whether a partial modification of an NDC without the author’s consent or
the copyright holder’s permission constitutes an infringement of the right to preserve the integrity or the right of adaptation
by examining (1) whether the NDC is a copyrighted work, (2) whether the NDC is a work made for hire or not, (3)
whether a partial modification of the NDC constitutes a modification under the Copyright Act or not, and (4) whether a
partial modification of the NDC constitutes an adaptation. The findings revealed that NDC is an editorial work and that its
partial alteration falls under alteration, and may be evaluated as falling under unavoidable alteration. However, according to

common theory, it is not the case.
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