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ENDO, T.: A Study on the Gaku Theory of Shundai Dazai’s “Keizairoku” : From “Ifu Ekizoku” to the History of Japanese
Music. Bull. Tokyo Gakugei Univ. Division of Arts and Sports Sciences., 75: 95-114. (2023) ISSN 2434-9399

Abstract

In the Edo period, there were many scholars who thought about how music should be as part of the theory of governance.
An early example of this is Kumazawa Banzan. There was also an exploration of the pitches of the ancient sacred music.
Nakamura Tekisai was the pioneer, and later Ogyu Sorai advocated the theory that Kosho = Oushiki, which had a great
influence on later generations. Dazai Shundai (1680-1747), who studied under Sorai, also began researching music in response
to the music theory and music temperament research that developed in the early Edo period. In this paper, I have traced
Shundai's view of music from the theory of music in "Keizairoku", which is considered to be his main work. In a nutshell,
Shundai's theory of music expands on the teachings of an old book that *"There is nothing better than music to lead people to
good customs", spreads gagaku throughout the world, and secular music was to be regulated.This conclusion is not necessarily
extraordinary. In this article, I would like to point out that when Shundai commented on Japanese music, he carefully observed
the song and dance music that was being performed in Japan at the time, and placed them in relation to the development of
history. As a result, the theory of music in this book has become a pioneer of the description of the history of Japanese music
that integrates various genres. Therefore, I thought that this point is the most significant of Shundai's theory of music from the

perspective of today's musicology.

Keywords: Shundai Dazai, early modern Japan, history of Japanese music, gagaku, secular music
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