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Language Use and Identity of Anglophones on the Island of Montréal, Québec,
under the Charter of the French Language

OISHI Taro*

This paper examines language use and identity of anglophones on the Island of Montréal, Québec, under the
Charter of the French Language through analyzing census data and a questionnaire survey conducted in Pointe-
Claire, one of Montréal’s predominantly English-speaking suburbs. In Québec, where French has been the only
official language since 1974, the predominantly English-speaking population (“anglophone population™) is a
minority and is concentrated in the Montréal Census Metropolitan area, especially the so-called “West Island”
—that is, the western part of the Island of Montréal. Since Québec enacted the Charter of the French Language
in 1977, the anglophone share of the total population on the Island of Montréal has decreased, and the residents
have become increasingly bilingual even in predominantly English-speaking suburbs on the West Island, such as
Pointe-Claire. According to the questionnaire survey, most anglophones living on the West Island speak French
at least fairly well, and knowledge of the French language is normally required in their workplaces. However,
anglophones prefer English-language media and tend to talk to their francophone friends in English. Finally, the
respondents identify with Canada, Montréal, or a municipality where they live, rather than with the province of
Québec.

Keywords : Official language minorities, Identity, Montréal, Québec, Canada

*School of International Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University
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