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National Survey on School Adjustment, Social Skills and Sense of Place among
Students with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities in Japan
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SUGIOKA Chihiro* 4, KUMAGAI Ryo* ® and WATANABE Takahiro™* ©

FRSGREE - BRBRY R -t > s —

Abstract

We examined the relationship between social skills, defined as relationship maintenance skills and relationship-building
skills, and truancy among students with intellectual and developmental disabilities from the perspective of sense of place,
defined as the sense of self-usefulness and the sense of belonging. Headteachers and homeroom teachers in 1, 833 junior
high schools, senior high schools, public junior high schools, and junior high schools with special needs classes responded
to a questionnaire. Results indicated that in terms of the type of school, there were fewer students in middle school and
more students in high school, and in terms of the type of disability, there were fewer students with ADHD and more
students without developmental disabilities. Moreover, relationship-building skills were lower in truants and students who
attended classes and higher in ADHD students. Furthermore, the original sense of place was lower in truants and higher in
ASD, ADHD, and ASD&ADHD students. The results suggest that there are relationships between truancy, relationship-
building skills, and the sense of belonging

Keywords: intellectual and developmental disabilities, school non-attendance, social skills, sense of place
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