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Current Topics in Multiple Disabilities
of Intellectual Disabilities and Hearing Impairment
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Abstract

This article reviewed earlier studies to investigate current topics in children with multiple disabilities of intellectual
disability and hearing impairment. Results showed the followings: a) the number of students with the multiple disabilities
in special needs school has been increasing since the commencement of special needs education in Japan; b) the
prevalence of hearing impairments in children with intellectual disabilities is considerably higher than in typically
developing children, and the proportion of undetected hearing impairments is large in children with intellectual
disabilities; c) challenging behavior in children with the multiple disabilities has been drawing attention; d) emotional
disturbances are presumed to be a factor for challenging behavior in children with the multiple disabilities; and e) the
evaluation and intervention for children with the multiple disabilities are still continuing challenge. Significance of

research with this population was discussed.
Keywords: severe and multiple disabilities, sensory impairment, special educational needs, assessment, inclusive society
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