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Acquisition of Numerical Classifiers in Children with Hearing Impairments:

From the Viewpoint of the Characteristics of the Object
and the Prototypicality of the Biological Category

W RS OREE MR EE-ME O RRT - MHE O EE e %

SAWA Takashi* !, OSHIKA Aya* !, MURAO Aimi* !, AIZAWA Hiromitsu* 2,
HAYASHIDA Masashi* 3 and SHINKAI Akira* 3

FEERE H A E

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of differences in the characteristics of countable objects and
prototypicality in biological categories on the acquisition of numerical classifiers in children with hearing impairments.
Thirty-nine children enrolled in an elementary classis of school for the deaf were given the task of writing the appropriate
classifier in the blank of presented sentences. The results of this study suggest that 1) children with hearing impairments
have difficulties in acquiring, classifiers, 2) the prototypicality of the cases in biological category affects their acquisition
of numerical classifiers, and 3) they have difficulties in acquiring classifiers that are used in a limited way according to the

characteristics of things being counted, and they respond by using general-purpose classifiers or unique strategies.
Keywords: children with hearing impairments, numerical classifier, category, prototypicality
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