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The purpose of this study was to investigate the feature of verb usage in children with hearing impairments from
the viewpoint of the semantic specificity of verbs. Participants were 30 children registered in the elementary school
department of the school for the deaf and 27 children registered in the elementary school. The participants were
assigned two tasks: the multiple-choice task and the sentence production task. In the multiple-choice task, two kinds of
action verbs and mental verbs were set as target verbs. In the sentence production task, the general all-purpose verbs
and specific verbs were presented, and sentences were produced freely. The results showed that both deaf and hearing
children had difficulty using mental verbs properly and that children with hearing impairments performed worse than
hearing children. The results of the sentence production task showed that deaf children had difficulty in producing
sentences using the specific verb. These results suggest that children with hearing impairments have difficulty in

understanding the meaning of verbs from language activities in daily life.
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