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The Community Center Making the Bridge for Living Together:
Case of Kashiihama Area in Fukuoka City.

Akiko ITO (Fukuoka University)

Mitsuko KOGA (Yorutomo The Japanese Language Class in Kashiihama)
Yuko MIYAZAKI (Kashiihama Community Center)

Takeshi YOSHITANI (Tokyo Gakugei University)

Abstract

This paper aims to describe activities for living together with Japanese and multicul-
tural residents in the Kashiihama area of Fukuoka city as an example. This is one of the
areas where a number of foreign residents and Japanese residents with multiculeural
backgrounds are living. Therefore, Japanese residents have begun and maintained a Japa-
nese language class for multicultural residents for over 15 years and an annual intercul-
tural event for community residents has been held by Kashithama community center
and other local organizations. This paper describes how local problems are shared and
the challenges facing community residents and focusses on how they organize and main-
tain the intercultural exchange as one of the instruments for living together. This paper
shows that the annual intercultural event is not only for intercultural understanding, but
also for a chance to find the local challenges faced by multicultural and Japanese resi-
dents engage with together.

Finally, this paper suggests 3 main points of the efforts led by Kashiihama commu-
nity center: enhancement of intercultural understanding/awareness, engagement by mul-
ticultural and Japanese residents on an equal footing, and collaboration with various or-

ganizations.

Keywords : living together, intercultural exchange, community center, multicultural res-

idents as community residents.

CRIE Review of International Education, No. 16, 2020 85



