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Survey Report on Special Needs Education Teacher Training Needs and
Professionalization:

The Participants were Guidance Class Teachers and Special Support School Teachers

i
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HAMADA Toyohiko and MASUDA Kentaro
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Abstract

Teacher training for special needs education was investigated. The participants were guidance class teachers (n = 362 ) in
the Kanto region and special support school teachers from all over Japan (n = 160). We conducted a postal questionnaire
survey after teacher training courses, and analyzed and compared the results with the results of previous studies. The results
indicated that “training on teaching methods and how to manage different disabilities” was the most frequently desired
training content in future courses. Moreover, special needs schools teachers wanted “Training on curriculum and curriculum
guidelines.” Comparing the results of training and mailing methods indicated significant differences in items related to the
ideal training content among class guidance teachers. Moreover, the desire for training to acquire a high degree of quality
specialization did not differ significantly. Furthermore, there was a high demand for professional licenses (certificates of

completion) by guidance class teachers. It is considered that having a special needs school teachers’ license was desirable.
Keywords: special needs education, teacher training, professionalization, guidance class, special support school
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