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Developmental Features of Writing Content and its Relationship to the
Evaluation of Procedural Expository Compositions Written by Deaf Students

oo S ToMRICIRE P sh*2
SHINKAI Akira and SAWA Takashi
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the contents of procedural expository compositions written by Deaf students and the
relationship of their procedural knowledge to the evaluation. The participants of the investigation included 133 Deaf students
from two junior high and high schools (28 from 7th grade, 28 from 8th grade, 10 from 9th grade, 31 from 10th grade, 21
from 11th grade, and 15 from 12th grade). The participants were required to perform two writing tasks. In total, 219
compositions were examined, of which, 111 essays dealt with how to make curry rice and 108 articles described how to play
dodgeball. The student compositions were scored on the content and consistency of the writing. Further, the essays were
rated by five university students using a 7-point Likert scale with respect to 11 analytical assessment markers and a holistic
evaluation based on a 10-point Likert scale.

The main results revealed that:

(1) The scores of the essay content increased from junior high to high school. (2) Content scores evinced differences
depending on the assigned writing task. (3) Because there was no significant difference in the content scores of highly-rated

and low-rated compositions, the holistic evaluation of the essays did not appear to be related to the content.
Keywords: deaf students, composition, expository composition, contents analysis, evaluation of writing
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