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Development of Audiovisual Educational Materials to Cultivate the Ethical Value
of Gender Equality in the Junior High School Home Economics Curriculum
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Abstract

The new governmental education guidelines require that ethics be taught not only in special ethics classes but also as part
of the curriculum for each subject. Accordingly, we have endeavored to develop home economics lessons dealing with the
ethical value of gender equality. We believed that it would be relatively easy to incorporate the issue of gender equality into
home economics curricula, given the fact that our discipline has historically concerned itself with the management of daily
life based on a traditional gender-based division of labor.

We developed audiovisual educational materials related to the formation of family perceptions vis-a-vis childbirth and the
participation of both parents in child rearing, intended for use in family/child care lessons of home economics curricula at the
junior high level. The objective of this research, then, was to evaluate the extent to which the developed material helped
increase students’ awareness of gender and encouraged students to think about problems related to gender.

The lesson involved a viewing of the DVD that was developed. This was followed by a visit to the classroom by the
family and infant(s) appearing in the video, which included a question and answer session with the students. Analysis of
student responses to a worksheet that was filled out as part of the lesson revealed the following:

1. In three trials of the lesson with three different groups of students, between 5 and 40% of students made comments
related to their awareness of gender, while more than half wrote about the birth of life. While these results indicate that
the DVD did not strongly emphasize gender as a theme, the fact that some students commented on gender regardless
suggests that the material is, to a certain extent, effective in increasing students’ awareness of gender.

2. Many of the students’ comments on gender equality were made in relation to the students’ own personal lives. It is
believed that the visit to the classroom by the actual family and couple appearing in the DVD helped students to relate

to the lesson and resulted in greater numbers of comments tied to the students’ personal experiences.
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