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Abstract

This paper considers the stories of Viennese Jewish sportspersons who survived the Nazi regime and devoted themselves
to re-establishing the Viennese Jewish sports activities after the Second World War. After Nazi Germany annexed the Austrian
First Republic (1918-1938) on 13 March 1938, the Nazis closed the Viennese Jewish sports club, SC Hakoah Wien, forcibly
ending the club's sports activities. In order to understand the difficulty of reconstructing the Jewish sports activities and club
after the Second World War, it is important to clarify the fates of the Jewish sportspersons under the Nazi regime. This paper
specifically focuses on the stories of the Viennese Jewish sportspersons who returned from the Nazi concentration camps and
those who remained in Vienna throughout the war. These individuals were not only selected because they experienced difficult
circumstances during the war, but they also succeeded in re-establishing their sports activities and club after the war. Based on
this historical background, it is possible to understand the true difficulty of redeveloping the Viennese Jewish sports activities
and club after the Second World War.

The results of the considerations are summarized follows:

Based on the findings, a total of 38 Jewish sportspersons hardly worked for re-construction of Jewish sports activities and
club in 1945. This paper, however, was unable to identify where 24 Jewish sportspersons lived during the Nazi regime. 12
Jewish sportspersons returned from the Nazi concentration camps, while two persons lived in Vienna throughout the Nazi
regime.

Despite the findings, there are several limitations in this paper that should be noted. First, the collection of the stories of the
Jewish sportspersons under the Nazi regime was almost entirely based on previous studies. Second, the stories of 24 Jewish
sportspersons are still unknown, with many Jewish footballers during the Nazi regime unidentified. Thus, the findings need to
be carefully interpreted. However, the results still emphasize that many Jewish sportsperson went through many hardships in
order to survive under the Nazi regime. As for the case of M. Scheindl and E. Feingold, who were detained at extermination
camp Auschwitz and returned safe to Vienna in 1945. But the question remains regarding the true intention of their enthusiasm

for reconstructing a Jewish sports activities and club.
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