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Characteristics of Long Distance Commuters and Local Problems
in the Surrounding Area of Mishima Station

FURUTA Ayumu*' and USHIGAKI Yuya™?
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the advantages of long-distance commuting by the Shinkansen (bullet train), the
background of this migration, and the impact on the area related to long-distance commuting and school. Taking the
Mishima region located on the outer edge of the suburbs of the Tokyo metropolitan area as an example, we conducted a
qualitative analysis using questionnaires and interview surveys based on trends such as those on commuting to the city
center of Tokyo and the place of residence of migrants.

Previous studies have shown that people living at the outer edge of the suburbs, rather than commuting to the city
center, are more likely to commute to an area between the two. However, a close examination of the statistical data in the
Mishima area showed that direct commuting behavior was observed between the outer edge of the suburbs and the city
center. This is thought to be due to commuting by the Shinkansen, and there is also a tendency to commute right to the
city center in other cities where Shinkansen commuting is also seen, and each forms a commuting zone in the direction of
the same sector when viewed from the city center.

In addition, according to the questionnaire survey, for people who commute to work or school on the Shinkansen, not
only the balance between working in the city center while living at the outer edge of the suburbs, but also the comfort of
the space inside the Shinkansen are factors that make long-distance commuting convenient. Even if one lives far from the
city center, they can always sit and use their time freely, for example, working or sleeping, which is an advantage of

commuting to work or school on the Shinkansen.

Keywords: Choosing the Living Area, Lifestyle Migration, Commute by SHINKANSEN, Commuters’ Action,
Class Changing
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