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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the reasons why social studies lesson plans developed based on Grant Wiggins
and Jay McTighe’s “backward design” theory do not always produce qualitatively higher-order products, with a few
exceptions. We compare two case study: one is an elementary school teacher who developed a social studies lesson plan
in accordance with the procedures outlined by Wiggins and his colleagues, and the other is an elementary school teacher
who developed a social studies lesson plan in accordance with the procedures outlined by Moriwake Takaharu (famous
Japanese social studies educator) without being influenced by Wiggins. In order to make the comparison and discussion
as easy as possible, all of the case studies deal with an elementary school social studies unit on agriculture. In addition,
although there are many social studies lesson plans based on the backward design theory of Wiggins et al. and the lesson
design theory of Moriwake in Japan, I will focus on cases that can be judged by a third party as at least above standard
among these groups. In other words, the former will be taken from case studies published in the books of researchers who
promote the theories of Wiggins, and the latter will be taken from case studies published in the books of a person who
earned his doctorate by creating elementary school classes using Moriwake’s lesson design theory.

Through these discussions, the author finally concludes that there is no basic antagonism between “fostering democratic
and peaceful citizenship of the state and society” and fostering intelligent children in social studies classes, and that there
is even a possibility of synergistic effects. In addition, I will point out the fundamental problems of Wiggins’s “backward

design” theory, namely, that it completely omits the concern of social studies.
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