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Inquiry-based Learning to Achieve Social Dialogue

— Studying Minamata Disease Through Inter-Subject Learning Design —
Abstract

Aiming for “inquiry-based learning leading to the integration of knowledge” as
our research theme, we designed a unit to learn about one common key concept
based on the same theme across six subjects (Japanese language, social studies,
mathematics, science, foreign language, technology). This unit focused on the
key concept of “relationships” and as its theme addressed the mercury poisoning
caused by industrial waste in Minamata in the 1950s, known as Minamata
disease. Students studied the grim disease from various perspectives and were
affected emotionally. We placed Japanese language as the core of this unit and
ossessed the integration of knowledge in a learning activity in which students
reconstructed the issues surrounding the Minamata disease incident through the
stories of multiple involved persons. While students in the process of integrating
knowledge successfully created social dialogues which did not end in dichotomy,

the next challenge will be to broaden the applicability of this practice.




